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getaway orlando, florida

Amember of SeaWoarld
Orlanda’s family of

nine killer whales and

his trainer swim to

the water's surface

during “Believe.”

Photos courtesy of

o Orlanda/Orange County
~ Convention & Visitors
Bureay, Inc,

Orlcmdo

SNEY AND BEYDN

The opening of Wale Disney World in. 1971 pus Orlando on the map as a top tourist destination not only in the USA,
buz in the world. Today, with more than 50 million visitors each year, Orlando has become a destination location
Jor families of all ages, as well as grown-ups who want to experience the more sophisticated side of the city. With that
in mind, SANDRA CHAMBERS explores Orlando for families and Ovlando for adults. And with Wilmington's
new Allegiant Air’s nonstop service to Sanford, Florida, Orlando’s magic is just an bewr away.
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affordable to huxurious. Staying onsite

. des of African wildlife that can be viewed

sk any 10-year-old and

they will assure you that

Walt Disney World is the

capital of Flodda, For

most families with kids

ar teens, this atrracrion is the No. 1 prior-

ity when visiting Florida. Bur it will mke

more than a weekend (or even a week) to

cover Disney’s 47-square-mile kingdom.

To make the most of your time, Disney

has a free DVID vacation planner to help
you map out the perfect trip.

“Most people don’t realize that Disney

World & more than just the Magic

Kingdom,” says Dave Herbst, Walt Disney

. media spokespemson. “We actually hawe

four theme parks — the Magic Kingdom,
Epcot, Hollywood Studios and Animal
Kingdom — two water parks — Blizzard
Beach and Typhoon Lagoon — and Disney's
Downtown West End, Marketplace and
Pleasure Island.”

If you do plan to spend the major-
ity of your vacation at Disney World,
you will save time and money by stay-
ing at one of the 25 onsite hotels,
which mnge in price and style from

affers several advaneages: customired
ticket packages, meal plans, hassle-
free mansportation between hotels and
parks, and extended hours at the parks.
For a unique vacarion experience, try
Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge. This
hxury accommodation is surmunded by a
33-acre savannzh with more than 30 spe-

from your private balcony. (Be sure to ask
for 2 savannah-view room.}

Some of the fun educational activities
affered at the Lodge include animal track-
ing and safaris, African crafis and games,
and folkrales told nightly around the
outdoor Arusha Rock fire pit. At Bomo
— Flavors of Africa, a family-friendly buf
fet offering breakfast and dinner, happy
vacationers can experience cuisine from
50 African countries. Aduls will enjoy
the AAA Four-Diamond Jiko, The Cooking
Place, which boasts the world’s largest
selection of South African wines, as well
as excellent multicultural cuisine.

Although Orando & known for is
great theme parks — Disney, Universal
Studios and Islands of Adventure, Sea World
and Cypress Gardens (Orlanda’s very first
theme park) — the area offers a wealth of
ather fun and educarional opporrunities.
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Top to bottom: Rotisserie meat and salmon at Boma — Flavors of Africa at Disney’s Animal
Kingdom Lodge. Cinderalla Castle in the Magic Kingdom. A trio of Green Ammy Men
characters from the Disney-Pixar animated films Toy Storyand Toy Story 2march through
“Pixar Place” at Disney’s Hollywood Studios. Inset: More than 200 mammals and birds
populate Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge's 33-acre savannah. Photos courtesy Walt Disney
World Resorts.
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Downtown Orlando is home to the Orlando Sdence
Genter with multiple flooms of hands-on exhibits
for kids, giant-screen films and the largest refracror
wlescope in Florida. And i you happen to be in
wwn durng basketball season, get rickets to see the
MEBA's Orlando Magic.

Interested in Biblical history? Orlando has a very
unique theme park that will take you back in time
2,000 years. The Holy Land Experience explores the
ancient city of Jerusalem through biblical exhibits,
models and performances.

While Orando boasts 52 million square feet
of remil shopping and nine world-clss malls, for
kid-friendly shopping thar will earn you a par-
ent-of-the-year award, visit the 4,400-square-foor,
free-standing LEGD Imagination Center and the larg-
et Disney character store on earth, both located
at Downtown Disney, Grab hinch at Bahama Breeze
kland Grill and enjoy a tropical setring with
an outstanding menu of fresh
Carbbean-inspired dishes for
adults and kids. Since you are
in Florida, be sure to order their
famous Rebecca’s Key Lime Pie.

Several of Florida's smte parks
(161 in toral) are within easy
driving distance of Orlando and
affer a variety of activides for out-
door enthusiases. Blue Spring State
Park, with the largest spring on St.
John's River, ks a designaved Manatee I
Refuge and winter home (mid-November to March)
fr a growing number of West Indian Manatees. Bring
a pienic lunch and cool off in the 72-degree spring
where you can swim, snorkel or scuba dive. Cabins are
also available for overnight stays.

You don’t have to go all the way to the Everglades
w experience Florida’s wetlands and wildlife. Several
locations in and around Orlando offer airboar rides
2 well as full- and halfday fishing trips.

SREANDO ORI

here's a wave of grown-
up-style fun redefining
the Orando experi-
ence,” says Amy Voss,
public reations repre-

| Convention 8 Visimrs Burems. "From
. © brand-name hoxsry howls and spas and
Eagmwhgcu}rmalamm.ad:.dmhma
. indulge in”

The Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress is

one of those hixury hotel resores that
 aims to be for adults what Disney World
. & for children. This 1,500-acre resort

ncludes an equestrian center, mcquet
| dub, fitness center, lake, pitch

Ginn Reunion Resort - Lagacy Golf Course.
Phatos courtesy of Orlando/Orange County
Conventlon & Visitors Bureau. Inc.

and pure golf course, and a one-half-
. acre ool with several waterfalls and a
. swim-through grotto and bar. With 45
. acres of narural Florida termain, inchid-
| ing a narure area and Audubon Walk
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i hard to believe you are almost next
door to Disney's Downtown area. While
ar the resorr, don’t miss the superb
wyen-course wine-pairing dinner at La
Coquina Chef's Table — a perfect spot for
a romantic eelebration.

Want an adult vacation that will allow
you to bring your extended family? The
Ginn Reunion Resort, located just six miles
south of Disney World, &s the perfect
spot to satisfy everyone’s vacation itinerar-
s, Accommodations include a choice of
condominiums, villas and multi-Bmily
homes. The resorr is within easy reach
of the theme parks, yer miles away from
the hustle and bustle. Guests enjoy three
signature golf courses, a finess center,
tennis eourrs, a rooftop pool and lounge, a
full-service spa and excellent food at Forte,
a contemporary chophouse. Relax or play
at the resort or spend the day away.

IF you're still a kid at heart and would
like to enjoy some of the theme parks

at a more leisurely pace, visit Epcot
in the evening and mke the 1.3-mile
walk around the 11 countries in World

Showcase. Stop for dinner in Germany

w© enjoy folk dancing and an compah

band, belly dancers in Morocco, or

singing waiters in Iraly. Be sure to sty
for the llumiNations nightly ourdoor show
of fireworks, music and laser lights.

Another option is Disney's Hollywood
Studios and Universal Studios, both of
which offer sights and activities for those
who would mther skip the zero-gravity
thrill rides. At Disney’s HollywoodStudios,
stop in the Brown Derby Restaurant to
view skerches of famous Hollywood
stars and sample their famous Cobb
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FLY AWAY — ALLEGIANT AIR'S SEASONAL SERVICE TO SANFORD/ORLANDO RESUMES OCTOBER 31. AT THE TIME WEBM WENT TO PRESS, A
SINGLE, ROUND-TRIP FARE FROM WILMINGTON TO SANFORD COST $168.

e

cetober 2008

http://www.wrightsvillebeachmagazine.com/flash/2008-10/html_print.html?image=images/... 3/4/2009



Print Page 1 of 1

Above: Birds flock to Greater Orlando’s more than 2,000 named lakes, rivers and
springs. Left (from top to bottom): The Incredible Hulk Coaster at Universal Orlando
Resort, lslands of Adventure launches. Photos courtesy of Orlando/Orange County
Conventlon & Visitors Bureau, Inc. Manatee in Blue Spring State Park, Orange City,
Florida. Photo by Gavin Baker. The Koutoubia Minaret (a detailed replica of a famous
prayer tower in Marrakesh) stands guard over the entrance to the Morocco pavilion in
World Showcase at Epcot. Downtown Disney West Side at Walt Disney World Resort in
Lake Buena Vista, Fla., is home to a star-studded lineup of restaurants, nightcdubs and
shopping adventures. Photos courtesy Wolt Disney World Resorts.
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Identical twin brothers

ach spin a German

Wheel, performing in

perfect synchron ization as :
partofan extraordinary w3 /e
st of more than 70

international performers

who create La Nouba, an

ariginal production of

Grque du Soleil at Walt

Disney World Resort.

Phato courtesy Wailt Disney

World Resorts.

Left to right: The Charles Hosmer

Morse Museum of American Art in Winter Park

is home to the world’s most comprehensive
collection of works by Louls Comfort Tiffamy.

The museum also features late-18th and 20th
century American art. Boggy Creek Airboat

Rides in Kissimmee takes riders through Florida
wetlands for a look at native wildlife. Inset:

The Orlando Opera has been Central Florida's
professional opera company for nearly 50 years,
featuring grand opera and classical music theater
performances. Photos courtesy of Orlanda/Orange
County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Inc.

98

WEM

cetober 2008

http://www.wrightsvillebeachmagazine.com/flash/2008-10/html_print.html?image=images/...

Page 1 of 1

Salad and Grapefruit Cake.

I you enjoy the nightelub scene, both Universal City Walk
and Downtown Disney's Pleasure Island offer a varery of musieal
and comedy clubs. Two shows you won't want to mis are the
famous Girque du Sdleil, La Nouba, with its mesmerkzing acrobat-
ics and stunning costumes (Disney's West End), and the Bue
Man Group offering a unique evening of musie, comedy and
multimedia theatrics (Universal Studios).

Enjoy a traveling Broadway show or Odando’s own ballet,
opera or Philharmonic orchestra ar the Bob Carr Performing
Arts Centre in downtown Orlando. The downtown area s also
home to several museums, including the Orlando Museum of Art,
the Mennello Museurn of American Art and the Orange County
Regional History Center, a Smithsonian affiliare. Don’t miss the
Harry P. Leu Gardens, a 50-acre botanical park featuring the larg-
est documented collection of camellias in the nation,

Take a day to get off the beaten path with a trip to the quaint,
brick-lined town of Winter Park. Stroll down Park Avemue with
irs upseale bouriques and restaurants, and be sure to sample the
Emous chocolate popcom at Peterbrook Chocolatier. Have lunch
at Café de France, a Ewvorite with locals who appreciare jts authentic
French food and excellent service.

After lunch, visit The Charles Hosmer Morse Museum
of American Art, which & home to the world’s most
comprehensive collection of works by Louis Comfort
Tiffany, including an elaborate chapel interior. End
your reladng day with a scenic one-hour boat tour on

Lake Osceola.

Whether you plan to ride every theme park ride,
explore the eulrured side of the ciry or simply cocoon
yourself at a hooury resort, Ordando has it alll
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